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A source said that BNI’s board of directors under Royke Tumilar now has to solve its piling up nonperforming loans (NPL). Royke and other Bank Mandiri personnels’ were purposively posted at BNI to tackle BNI’s credit problem.
One of the biggest debtors of BNI is Lion Group—an airline founded by Rusdi Kirana—which debt amounts to Rp10 trillion ($). This loan was disbursed in the era os Achmad Baiquni, who was mentioned to be close with Rini Soemarno.
BNI is afraid that the airline aims to move its assets to a new company, Super Air Jet. BNI’s fear is that Rusdi will leave Lion bankrupt and assetless.
Another source mentioned that the entering of Bank Indonesia’s Governor Agus Martowardojo as BNI’s president commissioner is part of the plan to clean up the mess in BNI. Agus is assigned to supervise the bank’s directors, which previously portrayed a bad governance. The weak performance was particularly eminent in terms of loan granting, which potentially causes moral hazard. It is said also that bad credit granting at BNI also happened in Gatot Soewondo’s era—who is apparently ex-president Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono’s brother in law.
